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THORNTON CITY COUNCIL LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
The city of Thornton respectfully acknowledges the land on which we 
stand is the traditional territory of the Apache, Arapaho, Cheyenne, 
Comanche, Kiowa, Lakota, Navajo, Pueblo, Shoshone, and Southern Ute 
tribes and nations, who were the original stewards of this land. We honor 
the history, culture, and contributions both past and present of these 
indigenous nations and tribes. 
 
We pay respect to their ancestors, elders, and present-day community 
members, and extend our gratitude to the indigenous peoples for their 
ongoing care and stewardship of the land, water, and resources. We also 
recognize the lasting impact of colonialism, forced removals, and 
continued injustices that have affected indigenous communities 
throughout history and into the present. 
 
We also acknowledge the labor of enslaved Africans and their 
descendants who worked this stolen land for the colonists, and who 
continue to disproportionately face economic oppression, racism, 
violence, and exploitation. 
 
May this acknowledgement serve as a reminder of our responsibility to be 
mindful and respectful of the land, its history, and the indigenous 
communities who call Colorado home and to use it to guide our policies 
and decision-making for the people of Thornton. 

 


